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tbs following report is one of n series on Areb notables in Palestine. 
Other, reports of this sorics ero A-14629 on (Rise si AImI end 
001066 (0XD aoessloa number) on HajJ Amin el Husseini. mad A-20TB8 
on Arif el Arif. (/MIT) 

Bnbieddin Effandl. en Arab of vision sad pioneer bansan-plsater of 
Palestine. is about 8t years old. dons, tho jubah tad turbaned tarboosh# 
has . never been modem in aspoot. but is most modem sad foreseeing in 
vision. Els education was limited# 

1. About 1879 • 1680 bo first bought land in the plain of Jericho# 
along the southern bank of Md el Xelt. He also purchased the 
springs of Fawner and Dad el Kplt in tho rooky ohasn of the latter name# 
During the first years Euhioddin flooded bits of load# planted 
grain and vegetables, and irrigated with the winter overflow from tho . * 
Kelt. In drought years the Xelt dried up prematurely, and his crops 
failed • the "star supply was too insecure* 

2* By 1616 ho had obtained a clear title deed to the water in tha Salt 
gorge and the tract of dose t south of the Wad ol Kelt, from tha foot* 
hills to the Jordan and j tretohing nearly as far as the Dead Sea. 

A* Tharo aro remains of sons six ancient aqueducts in tha gorge* 
Mnhieddin decided to repair one to give hfca a toady supply of water, 
summer as well as winter# 

B# Just prior to "Tforld Tar Ohs' 1 Huhieddia bo rro w ed 4000 gold 
pounds and Invested most in imported cement. The outbreak of war put 
a stop to injnrtotlon. but nothing daunted, he found two Greek ocn* 
vents in the Jordan Valley had stocks of cement, ttith this he pushed 
On with the reconstruction. 
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0« At this tins there voro nany deserters fra* th* Turkish &nqr, m&ong 
than Christian Arab and Armenian artisans. That* ho hired* fad and lodged in 
tiis nil! or In tbs Orotic Orthodox Convent of St. George. Bo fod as noil a hand 
of armed Turkish d ese r ters . who protected than* and any of floor oho micht hors 
aou^tt the deserters ha fctpt” oo a tc n t ” . 

Do Whan hia niemoy gave out* ho started dialing in shout at Barak in 
Transjordan* supplying It to tie Turkish array* and uads 4600 Ihrklah gold 
pounds* all of which# along with the inoooo fret* the mill* was in turn insisted 
in the aqueduct, free* the Inane of small irrigated vegetable gardens oromd 
tha mill* ho maintainad a large family dependant upon hlmo 

Bo Tha aquoduet was finally completed about tha ttes of Allanby's o ccu p ation * 

So • Boon afterthia HaModdln Jffendi started planting bansnaa on large tracts. 

Up till then tha banana was a rare fruit* gr oa n only in snail quantities in tha 
orange graves of Jaffa and Jericho. 

A# 'Stan the plantation outgrew the water supply he extended the oanal 
up to Ala Pawwar (tha "bubbler”) an intern! tteat spring* that nay fail in 
dro ught years© 

4. About this time Jerusalem had outgrown its old olstera and inadequate water 
supply piped in fret* Solomon's Pools** Ain Farah. The municipality* disr eg ard** 
lag tftxhieddin'a claiio to the ownership of the P a ww ar water* built 4$ of 
road to the spring* and at a ooat of UP 16*000* piped and pumped the water up 
to the then existing Ain Farah installation* where it waa twloe ropaqped to 
Jerusalem. During tiio second sensor the Pawwar spring dried up# and a oontiiui 
ation of the pipelines was made down to the Bad el Balt spring. In ro oo wp ona a for 
half the water tha ttonieipality paid fluhloddln bP 6000 the first year* end ip 
8600 the second* 

A. As soon as the first wunioipal contract was signed# tiohleddin Bffendi 
pushed a c o nerot e oanal ftroa the end of his aqueduct right to this far-flung 
groves* thus saving as much from waste as the Jerusalem Municipality was taking* 
so that his plantations did not suffer* nor did he have to restrict tbs area. ’ 

3ms hs was the first person in felostlne in modern times to eonstroot and 
privately own an irrigating aqueduct notable for its length* cost* and the 
vision behind It. Blnoe then* Government end Jewish oownunal colonies have 
oonstruoted other much advertised irrigating systems* . 

Bo With no wastage now through loakago and seepage* WuMeddin waa Able to 
irrigate 660 dunums of banana plantation* and suooeodtd in raising om a 
ooanarolal soalo* fruit w vloh before that time had bean largely luxury in • 
Palestine. 

His example has bean widely followed# so that the Arabs., of Palestine now 
own 8000 dunams of banana plantations* mostly in the lower Jordan Valley# 
with an addition of 1100 on the Transjordan side of the Valley. Likewise the 
Jaws# mostly the Klbbuts settlements around Oalilee# the Biddle Jordan Valley# 
and less in the Coastal Plain* own another 2800 dunums# a total of 6400 jmww* 
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yielding a yearly orop of 6800 tons, 7«lood «fc & 160,000. 
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